HISTORICAL EPOCHS ACCORDING TO MARX
at all times been indispensable to make certain rules
and regulations destined to coerce this egoism and these
passions. This has been as necessary in primitive times
as it is in modern society. It is immaterial whether
these rules are established by general consent or forced
upon the community by some powerful person or group ;
it is further immaterial whether they are known and
sanctioned by tradition and habit or whether they be
written laws. These rules, customs, traditions, laws,
orders, whatever they may be called and however they
may have come into existence, will always be a compound
result of the need of the moment, on one hand, and the
degree of insight possessed by those who impose them
or agree on them, on the other. They may, therefore,
be wisely made and useful, or foolish and obnoxious.
They may be useful and expedient in some cases and
prove useless or injurious in others, especially in some
new and unforeseen situation. They may be advan-
tageous for a part of the community or a class of society
and disadvantageous for another. The distribution of
power, from whatever source it may be derived, the
superior bodily strength of a chieftain, or the military
organisation commanded by the representatives of a
certain class, will decide their introduction as well as
the manner in which they are interpreted and applied.
Now, it is in the interest of the community, or at least
of a large or of the most powerful portion of it, that these
rules, laws, customs or forms be maintained and observed,
and penalties for their transgression are introduced.
And even though in many cases there are no special
sanctions, yet the accustomed and traditional forms have
in all spheres of life, owing to men's inertia, such power
over their souls that any deviation from them encounters
161